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When Will Human-Level Al be Achieved? Survey Results

As part of the conversations recorded in this book, I asked each participant to give
me his or her best guess for a date when there would be at least a 50 percent
probability that artificial general imclligcncc (or human-level Al) will have been
achieved. The results of this very informal survey are shown below.

A number of the individuals I spoke with were reluctant to attempt a guess at a
specific year. Many pointed out that the path to AGI is highly uncertain and that there
arc an unknown number of hurdles that will need to be surmounted. Despite my
best persuasive cfforts, five people declined to give a guess. Most of the remaining
18 preferred that their individual guess remain anonymous.

As I noted in the introduction, the guesses are neatly bracketed by two people willing
to provide dates on the record: Ray Kurzweil at 2029 and Rodney Brooks at 2200.

Here are the 18 guesses:

2068 (3) ..... 50 ycars
2080.......0.

QURR e

2098 (2) ..... 80 years
2118 (3) ... 100 years
2168 (2) .....150 years
QL8 170 years
2200 ... 05000 182 years

Mean: 2099, 81 years from 2018

Nearly everyone I spoke to had quite a lot to say about the path to AGI, and many
people—including those who declined to give specific guesses—also gave intervals
for when it might be achieved, so the individual interviews offer a lot more insight
into this fascinating topic.
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Select Al Index technical performance benchmarks vs. human performance

Source: Al Index, 2025 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Aceleracion:
lograr el mismo o
mejor resultado en
la mitad o menos
del tiempo

Using Al in consulting process
booster productivity at any level.
Dell'Acqua et al, BHR, 2023
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Organizations that have adopted Al in at least 1 business function,' % of respondents
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Number of Fortune 500 earnings calls mentioning Al, 2018-23
Source: Quid, 2023 | Chart: 2024 Al Index report
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Cost decrease and revenue increase from analytical Al use by function, 2024
Source: McKinsey & Company Survey, 2024 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Cost decrease and revenue increase from generative Al use by function, 2024
Source: McKinsey & Company Survey, 2024 | Chart: 2025 Al Index repart

Function

=13

Decrease by =10% [ Decrease by 11-19%

Decrease by =20% [ Increase by >10%

Increase by 6-10% [ Increase by 5% |

Marketing and sales

Risk, legal, and compliance

Human resources

Froduct or service development

Supply chain and Inventory management

Service operations

IT

Software engineering

Strategy and corporate finance

Knowledge management and other
internal functions

47%

Sk

56%

6%

58%

H i

8%

14%

n

E 0
& B

12%
2

%

12%

=
@ * & &
= ES

% of respondents

T
87%

32%
31%
TR

Figure 4.4.6

;,GenAl mas

versatil?

Annual survey on Tech Readiness
BlackQuantum de McKinsey & Co.




Global corporate investment in Al by investment activity, 2013-24
Source: Quid, 2024 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Global private investment in Al, 2013-24
Source: Quid, 2024 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Number of newly funded generative Al companies in the world, 2019-24

Number of newly funded Al companies in the world, 2013-24 Saurce:Qluid, 20241 Chark: 2025 Al Index vaghirt
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Global private investment in Al by focus area, 2023 vs. 2024
Source: Quid, 2024 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report l
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Number of notable Al models by geographic area, 2003-24 (sum)

Source: Epoch Al, 2025 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Number of notable Al models by select geographic

areas, 2003-24

Source: Epoch Al, 2025 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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Source: Al Index, 2025 | Chart: 2025 Al Index report
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